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A voice steeped

in classical music

HOW DR ATINDRA SARVADIKAR KEEPS INDIAN TRADITION ALIV

by ASJAD NAZIR

A NEW wave of exciting artists are keeping
classical wraditions rooted in centuries of
history alive in an Indian musical Inndstape

increasingly d i by I gen-
res such as Bollywood, bhangra, pop and
weslern contemporary.

One of these heroic talents is trained singer
and composer Dr Atindra Sarvadikar, Having
learmned his eraft under musical masters, the
muli-award-winning Mumbai-based maestro
has mesmerised audiences with his voice and
worl wide acclaim for his mastery on stage, His
compositions have won the heants of cross-
generational musical connoisseurs,

Eastern Eye caught up with Dr Atindra Sar-
vadikar 1o discuss his journey, composing
work, inspirations, musical heroes and chal-
lenges of keeping classical naditions alive,

What is it that first connected you (o
classieal Indian music?

My mother is a high school music teacher, so
from childheod I had opportunities to listen
to good music, | started learning Indian clas-
gical music from her at the age of five.

How do you look back on your journey?

I was born in Selapur, a small district in
southern Maharashtro, Since 2003, 1 used o
travel from there to Mumbai every week to get
training from Padmabhushan Dr Prabha Atre,
Iin 2007, I shifted mmbai and struggled a
lot. T did hours of riyaz, Music gave me econ-
omic stahility and also inner peace, so | am
very satisfied with my journey. My concerts
always receive satisfactory responses from my
audience, which make my efforts worthy.

Which of your achievements are you most
proud of?

I 2016 at the age of 30, Tgot s Phd in music
from the University of Mumbai. It was the first
Phd given by the University of Mumbai in a
music subject. | received 28 prizes in state and
natinnal level competitions during my college
time. To be the only male and prime disciple
of a legendary artist such as Padmabhushan
Dr Prabha Atre is not an easy task. [t demands
alifetime of ded; ) v ori
inal compasitions, which is also something 1
am prowd of,

Tell us about your book?
My Marathi book regarding the :mnl)"uca!
study ufnhangmg zre-mls in k 7

translation i% m\ its way. One more h(ml..
which is in the form of short stories of
people who pursue music, is going to
be released soon.

How much dees perform-
ing live mean to you and
which one has been the
most memorable?
Performing live is
verything for
me and

something [ always dreamed about. At the age
of 19 or 20 | was invited by the legendary Pad
mavibhushan Gangubai Hangal at Sawai
dharv music festival Kundagol, Kamataka,
She was in the audience and heard my com-
plete performance and blessed me from her
heart after it was over. This was so memora-
ble. Two years ago, [ gotan opporiunity 1o
perfarm at an award function where my
Guruji Dr Prabha Atre was
awarded with the Bharatrat-
na Pandit Bhimsen Jushi
Award hy the Maharashtra
government, where Pandit
Jasraj was present, He stood
and clapped for me after my
performanee, which was so

-

‘There is

scope for
originality’

TV and radio often behave like un\:.fhlm mu-
sic exists. In classical music cireuits, it's
difficult for ousiders o establish themselves.
There is no encouragement for young and up-
coming artists. One has to be sell-maotivated.
These days people get drawn to reality show
winners greater than classical music Iz:gvmh
as they can only see reality shows on TV, So
yes, it's a challenge.

What are your future hopes
for classical Indian music?

It will be alive and keep giving
waorld peace, spiriual growth
and satisfaction.

What can we expect next

memorable,

What kind of musie do you most enjoy
performing live?

Hindustani classical music, khyal and semi-
classical, thumri/dadra,

Tell us about your original compositions?
1 prefer wo perform my m‘igim] l.umpusiliun»

ladira, ;‘h.ual '§|||"
and fusion, amang others. 1 have also created
maore than 200 khyal compositions, which will
be released in a book format next vear. In my
compositions, | have experimented with
known and rare ragas, as well as talas,

‘What connects you strongly to classical music?
Its depth and peaceful
nature, Classical mu
sicis highly crea-
tive and gives
much scope for
originality.

Is it & chal-
lenge keep-
ing the
classical
tradition alive
in a world domi-
nated by com-
mercial genres?
Sometimes it's diffi-
cultas no media
attention o classical
music proporly.

from you?

I'wish to be an original artist with original
content. [ am a sincere studemt of our wadi-
tion and working hard to try and step ahead
on this path.

Who is your own musical hero?

Firstly, suru Dr Prabha Atre. Her role as
an amazing performer, researcher, composer,
teacher and thinker always has enriched our
tradition of Tndia music, Apart {from
her, I deeply admire the artistry of Kishori
Amonkarn Kumar Gandharva and Bhimsenjl.

What do you enjoy listening to?
I enjoy listening 1o all genres of music, from
folk to Bollywood and western.

What is the higgest life lesson music has

taught you?

Continuous self-refinement, focus and to
ignore unworthy attractions that come along
on this path,

‘What inspires y
Good music

erviews of greats, beauty of

A nature and ohserving people. Good poetry

inspires me a lot. 1 always feel like my
) alaaps should come like good poetry.

Why do you love music?

Musle has the power 1o make you forget
voursell, 1 cannot describe the feel
ing | get when I produce a beauti-
ful musical phrase or perfectly
twned notes,
wneswnratindra.con

DEDICATED:
Dr Atindra
Sarvadikar

BORN and raised in Lahore,
Pakistan, singer, songwriter
and composer Umer Durra-
ni has been surrounded by
songs his entire
The marve ||l)l1~\ music
has fed the Los Angeles-
based artist’s creativity and
enabled him to produce
some stunningly unique
work, which is worth find-
ing. He also hosts the
Thinking Out Loud vadio
show on glabal platform
Rukus Avenue Radio.
Fastern Eye gt Umer
Durrani 1o create a playlist
of songs he loves.
Longing by Nusrat Fateh
Ali Khan and Michael
Brook: Nusrat was far
ahead of his times and not
only was he gifted, but his
artistry was on an entirely
different realm that one
could only get a taste of
while listening 1o his work:
Lenging is one of those
songs that reflect his genius.
Al K¢ Hum Bichchede by
Mehdi Hassan: Written by
Ahmad Faraz, this track is a
perfect marri, ol poetry,
melody and the ghazal
craft. The poet’s words have
been elevated by an
absolute legend.
Yarerd! Karna by Vital Signs:
Being a 90's kid, this song
has a special place in my
heart forever. It is very
reminiscent, deeply fronic,
and always makes me feel
that Junaid (famshed) is
still with us,
Kuoi Nahi by Sajjad Ali: One
of the few visionaries in the
industry, ad made it

‘IlLI|Jl 10 all genres of south
Aslan music by revisiting it
in a refreshing and modern
manner, | feel this track is
one of them.
Kiamej by Shafgat Am-
anat Ali Khan: 5ki
ing with eastern ¢
roots presented in g mod-
ern aesthetic, this song was
a turning point in Pakistan's
, Shalgat was
able to successtully extend
his family's legacy and
bring it to a wider audience.
Na Kaho by Aaroh: This
song reminds me of my cal-
lege days. I even re-
5 corded a cover
of [tand love
this song

s0 much. Everything abow
it is special. The lyrics, mel-
ody and Faroog's simplicity
and [pureness are reflective
ging. I remember
s track cane out, it
cut through a lot of nojise
and was refreshing,

Abhi Na faa by Moham-
mad Rafi: My dad's favour-
{te singer. When I was a kid,
he used to listen to him all
the time on his cassette
player. This was one of the
first tracks 1 learnt by heart
and even won a prize at a
school singing competition,
Every time family gather-
ings happen; sumeone al-
ways asks me to sing it.
Satrangi Re by Sonu Nig-
am; I there's one song that
Twonld like to sing in front
of Sonu Nigam, AR Rahman
and Gulzar, it's this one,
capiures the seven stages of
love, namely i (atirac.
ton), uns (infatation), ishg
(lowve], akidat (trust) rever-
ence), (badai (worship), ju-
noon (madness) followed
by maut (death). This song
is sheer ma
Aur Ho by AR Rahman: |
was at a loss of words when
this album came out. To

this day, this is my favourite
song composed by Raliman
sir. Being a singer myseif, |
envied that Mohit
(Chauhan) sang it. Every-
thing about it is so divine,
almost magical.

Bombay Theme by AR
Rahman: No matter what
moad 1'm in, this song from
the Bombay soundirack has
rescued me from my all-
ime lows every time. 've
always felt a deep connec-
tion with this track. It signi-
fies hope, an uplifting feel-
ing and reminds me of the
power of music.

Sajna Tere Bina & Run
(cover) by Umer Durrani
and Michelle Ray: Though

I had been learning eastern
classical music since I was
13, it was not until last year
that | decided to record my
voice and share some of my
music. But | eould not
initiate my journey without
paying homage to my
favourite Pakistani singer,
Nusrat Fatel Ali Khan. 1
loved collaborating with
Michelle and working on
this praject,

Insiagran: @umerdurrani




